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tampadi Karuppan, or the guard of the eighteen steps,
because, in the courtyard of the Azhagirisami temple,
which is one of the richest shrines in all India, there
is a flight of eighteen steps, nine of which lead up
to a platform on one side while nine lead down from
it on the other*     On the platform is a huge image
of Karuppan, twenty feet high, with enormous eyes as
big as umbrellas.   The image is covered with spears,
guns and arms, which people who have made   vows
come and offer to Karuppan.   The room where the
treasures of the temple are kept is locked up every
night, and the  key, instead of being  taken  away, is
placed on the platform  in front  of the image.     It
seems an invitation to burglars ; but nobody would
ever dare to take the treasure which is guarded by
Karuppan.    It is said, in the folklore of the country,
that some centuries ago eighteen Mayavis, or magi-
cians, so called from the illusion, mays,, which they
produce in the minds of people, came to the shrine of
Azjhagiri with the  intention  of   carrying   away   the
essence of the sanctity of the shrine and transporting it
elsewhere.   Their idea was to carry away the spiritual
essence of the god in a wooden cylinder.   The god
Azhagar, the beautiful one, became aware of the plot
to carry away his essence, and so he entered into the
body of a small boy, and by his mouth informed the king
of the intended outrage and asked him to prevent it.
He also told the king that the Mayavis would render
themselves invisible by a black paste which they put
on their foreheads.    (This paste is generally made by
a distillation of the head of a first-born child that has
died, with  some  other  ingredients.   If, therefore, a
first-born ch3d dies, people generally bury it carefully,
in the backyard of their houses, to prevent the head
being taken away by magicians for this purpose.)  The
king consulted Ramanuja, who was his family priest,
and Ramaauja advised him to shut the doors of the
temple and then pour boiling rice-water into the courtyard
so that tfae steam arising from it might melt the paste,
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